

















Mid-Minnesota Development Commission

(Continued from page 9)
allow staff to set
up interactive
Internet mapping.
The ability to
publish  spatial
data and maps to
the Internet al-
lows MMDC and
each county in the
Region to create
dynamic  web
sites  reflecting
certain mapping
purposes.

GIS Activities During 2008

* Work continued on the
Meeker County Parcel
Map.

* GIS Staff provided maps
for the Buffalo Creek Wa-
tershed District’s Drainage
Management Plan.

* Various hazard mitigation
maps were created and
being used to help in pre-
paring each of the coun-
ties’ Hazard Mitigation
Plans.

* Maps have been made for
the Meeker County Com-
prehensive Plan Update as
well as for city compre-
hensive plans the MMDC
are assisting with
(Litchfield and Willmar).
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Community Development and Planning continued...

Meeker County
All Hazard

Mitigation Plan

Prepared by
Meeker County
Emergency Management and
the Mid-Minnesota

Development Commission

In Cooperation with the
Minnesota State
Department of
Homeland Security

Adopted
November 12, 2008

(Continued from page 7)

another grant to help update these plans within the
next five years.

MMDC staff also successfully assisted the Buffalo
Creek Watershed District and Meeker County in
applying for a grant to modernize their drainage
records. The final product will display all drainage
files and maps electronically on an interactive web-
site.

The department assists businesses and local gov-
ernments with various environmental review docu-
ments. During 2008, staff took the lead in develop-
ing an Environmental Impact Statement for New
London Concrete Products. They are proposing to
expand their mining operation near Hawick onto
the adjacent 280 acres over the next 30 years. As
part of the review, additional aggregate materials
were discovered below the water table. As a result,
the mining and reclamation plan was revised to
include mining below the water table, thereby cre-
ating a new 12-25 acre lake approximately 20 feet
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deep!

Other principal accomplishments and activities
that have been undertaken by the Community
Planning/Development Department over the
course of the past calendar year are highlighted
below:

v Comprehensive Plans were developed for the
Cities of Litchfield, Brownton, and Willmar.

v. MMDC assisted the City of Litchfield with
developing a new Zoning Ordinance.

v The Buffalo Creek Watershed District updated
its Drainage Management Plan. The new
document has received statewide recognition.
Staff also began the process of updating the
District’s rules.

v A new Overall Plan for the North Fork Crow
River Watershed District was drafted.

v A draft Environmental Assessment Worksheet
for a 6000+ dairy operation was created.

McLeod County
All Hazard

Mitigation Plan

Prepared by
MecLeod County
Emergency Management
& the Mid-Minnesota

Development Commission

Adopted
November 18, 2008
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State Certified Building Inspection Services

The Mid-Minnesota Development Commission (MMDC) has made a difficult, but necessary decision in

2008 to cease operating contracted services for administering the State Building Code. The Region has not
been spared by the nation’s housing construction slowdown. The lack of homes being built meant that nec-
essary revenue to meet the Department’s expenses were no longer being met. After providing the time nec-
essary for communities to find new a fully licensed Certified Building Official, on September 30, 2008 the
Commission ended this program. As described below, the Commission is continuing to provide specialty
inspection services.

MMDC had contracts with 13 local units of government in providing this service up until the program
closed on September 30, 2008. These jurisdictions included: in Kandiyohi County: Atwater, Blomkest,
Dovre Township, and Pennock, in McLeod County: Brownton and Stewart; in Meeker County: Cosmos,
Darwin, and Dassel; in Renville County: Bird Island and Fairfax; in Wright County: Cokato; in Stearns
County: Richmond.

Specialty Inspection Services Still Available
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Department staff have received training and provided service with lead-based paint inspections and risk
assessments. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development regulations require these inspections in
housing projects that they participate in. As few persons have both the training and equipment to provide
this service in Southwest Minnesota, MMDC provides this service within and outside of our four-county
Region. Analysis of asbestos concerns is another service the Department offers. Lastly, the Building in-
spectors provide housing rehabilitation inspection services for both the Hutchinson and Willmar HRAs.

(Continued from page 12) rected fund by Lutheran Social Services. The
e Legal Services/Education: Western Elders really enjoy this privilege.

Minnesota Legal Services e Coalition of East African Community Ser-

* Congregate Dining vices: Received a grant to provide counsel-
and H.ome Delivered Diversiry Traming | N8 sqrvices to East African f;lders. The pur-
Meals. thheran So- N.. pose is to address acculturation and trauma
cial Services began needs to facilitate greater immersion into the

serving congregate
and home delivered
meals January 2007.
In October of 2008,
the East African and

local population (Kandiyohi County).

ElderCare Development Partnership (EDP)
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MMDC received state funds to address market

Bihi Restaurants in | - driven community development needs, chronic 0%

Willmar began par- | .--. disease prevention, and expansion of home and

ticipating in a pro- "’E’" community based activities throughout the 6E o

gram to provide a _ " ' region and twelve additional counties in the QS

diner’s club setting MNRAAA planning and service area. A primary N

for the elders. Each activity of this funding is to provide technical :"
elder can eat at either restaurant each assistance to agencies seeking Community Service S

Friday, before the group or individual Development Grants from the Minnesota Department ~

counseling meeting. There is no cost; of Human Services, or other funding sources, and N

this is a donation based program coordi- promote coordination among community based pro- .Q‘
nated through a special consumer di- viders. :
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Mid-Minnesota Development Commission

333 Sixth Street Southwest, Suite 2
Willmar, MN 56201-5615

E-mail: mmrdc@mmrdc.org
Web Site: www.mmrdc.org

Revised website coming soon!

http://www.mmrdc.org
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